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Automotive Service Technicians, Truck and Bus Mechanics and
Mechanical Repairs

Description

Automotive service technicians, truck and bus mechanics and mechanical repairers inspect, diagnose,
repair and service mechanical, electrical and electronic systems and components of cars, buses, and light
and commercial transport trucks. They are employed by motor vehicle dealers, garages, truck and trailer
dealerships, fleet maintenance companies, and service stations, automotive specialty shops,
transportation companies and retail establishments which have automotive service shops. This unit group
also includes mechanical repairers who perform major repairs and replacement of mechanical units on
newly assembled motor vehicles. They are employed by motor vehicle manufacturing companies.

Duties:

Automotive service technicians:

e Review work orders and discuss work with supervisor

e |nspect motor in operation, road test motor vehicle, and test automotive systems and
components using computerized diagnostic and other testing devices to diagnose and isolate
faults

e Adjust, repair or replace parts and components of automotive systems including fuel system,
brakes, steering and suspension, engine and drive train, emission control and exhaust, cooling
and climate control, and electrical and electronic systems using hand tools and other specialized
automotive repair equipment

e Test and adjust repaired systems to manufacturer's performance specifications

e Perform scheduled maintenance service, such as oil changes, lubrications and tune ups

e Advise customers on work performed, general vehicle condition and future repair requirements.

Mechanical repairers, motor vehicle manufacturing:

e Inspect and test mechanical units, such as engines, transmissions, axles and brake systems, to
locate faults and malfunctions

e Diagnose faults or malfunctions and confirm findings with supervisor to determine whether to
repair or replace unit

e Repair or replace mechanical units or components using hand and power tools

e Test and adjust units to specifications for proper performance

e Complete reports to record problems and work performed.

Truck and transport and truck-trailer mechanics:

e Adjust, repair or replace parts and components of commercial transport truck systems including
chassis, frame, cab, body, engine and drive train, air brakes, steering, and fuel, hydraulic, electrical
and electronic systems

e Adjust, repair or replace parts and components of truck-trailer systems including structural, brake
and electrical systems.



Other titles:

(Government of Canada National Occupation Classification)

Skills

Truck and Transport Mechanic

Bus Mechanic

Apprentice Motor Vehicle Mechanic
Transmission Mechanic

Automotive Service Technician
Brake Systems Mechanic
Automobile Mechanic
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Repairing Troubleshooting Critical Thinking

Attention to
Detail

Equipment
Maintenance

Complex
Problem Solving

Coordination

Education/Training Requirements

Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD)

Completion of secondary school and training courses or a vocational program are usually required

Post-secondary diploma/degree

Completion of a four-year truck and transport mechanic or truck-trailer repair apprenticeship or
a combination of over four years of work experience and industry courses in truck or heavy-duty
equipment mechanics is required to be eligible for trade certification.

Certification

Trade certification for truck and transport mechanics is compulsory in Nova Scotia, Ontario and
Alberta and available, but voluntary, in Newfoundland and Labrador, Prince Edward Island, New

Brunswick, Quebec, Manitoba, Saskatchewan, British Columbia and the Yukon.

Transport trailer technician trade certification is compulsory in Ontario and available, but
voluntary, in Newfoundland and Labrador, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island, New Brunswick,

Manitoba, British Columbia and the Yukon.

Red Seal endorsement is also available to qualified truck-trailer repairers and truck and transport
mechanics upon successful completion of the interprovincial Red Seal examination.

Potential Earnings in Durham Region

The average and median wages and salaries for individuals employed as automotive service technicians,
truck and bus mechanics and mechanical repairers are as follows. Place of Residence (POR) is defined as
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individuals who reside within the Durham Region. Place of Work (POW) is defined as individuals who are

employed within the Durham Region.

Median Wages and Salaries (POR): $44,937
Median Wages and Salaries (POW): $50,694

Employment Prospects

Average Wages and Salaries (POR): $45,625
Average Wages and Salaries (POW): $47,803

Industry (NAICS)

Jobs in Durham Region (POW)

Durham Region Residents
Employed (POR)

3361 Motor vehicle manufacturing 110 60
4841 General freight trucking 45 25
4851 Urban transit systems 15 165

(Ministry of Advanced Education and Skills Development 2016 data in Durham Workforce Authority’s 2017 Sector

Report)

Additional Resources

e The Red Seal Program: http://www.red-seal.ca/w.2lc.4m.2-eng.html




